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            Last March, 2007, when Ibrahim al-Jaafari, the ex-Prime Minister of Iraq (02/23/05-05/20/2006) visited Brazil, I had the opportunity to have a conversation with him in Brasília as well as in São Paulo. I told him that in April 2003, shortly before the Brazilian Sergio Vieira de Mello was nominated as the United Nations representative in Iraq, I had written to Mr. de Mello suggesting that the Iraqis could consider following the example of the Alaska Permanent Fund Dividend system, a pioneer and successful example of a Citizen’s Basic Income. Because of the country’s huge oil reserves, Iraq could follow this path. I explained him how Sergio Vieira de Mello wrote back to me on April 30, 2003, saying that he considered the proposition a very positive one and that he would take it to the administrative authorities of Iraq. On June 23 of that year, in the Reconciliation Summit of A’mman, Ambassador J. Paul Bremer III who was responsible for administering Iraq after the fall of Saddam Hussein, said that Iraqis could follow the Alaskan example so that all of them could feel as having a stake in the wealth of the nation. On August 1st, Vieira de Mello called me from Baghdad saying that the proposal was being positively considered and that the World Bank mission had deemed it to be viable. Unfortunately he was a victim together with 21 more persons in the attack of the UN Office in Baghdad on August 19 of that year. Ibrahim al-Jaafari today is a member of the National Assembly of Iraq and leader of Islamic Dawa Party, the main political party of the United Iraqi Alliance coalition that supports the government. He is a Shiite and was previously one of the two vice-presidents of Iraq under the Iraqi Interim Government in 2004. I also told him that the Brazilian National Congress had approved the Law 10.835 that institutes an unconditional Citizen’s Basic Income, sanctioned by President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva in January 8, 2004. The law says that it will be established step-by-step, under the Executive Power’s criteria, starting with those most in need, as the present Bolsa Família Program does, until the day when everyone in Brazil will have that right. As the proponent of the bill, and Co-Chair of the Basic Income Earth Network, BIEN, since 2004, I had been ready to go to Iraq to explain to their government and parliament how this instrument could contribute to the democratization and pacification of the Nation. Other economists and political thinkers such as Steve Clemons, Guy Standing, Steven Schafarmam and the ex-Governor of Alaska, Jay Hammond, had also made the same proposal.

            As a result, last April I received an official invitation from the President of the Iraqi National Assembly to visit Baghdad. I considered going in April and later in July. But the Brazilian Foreign Minister Celso Amorim and his Executive Secretary, Ambassador Samuel Pinheiro Guimarães made an appeal to me to postpone my trip because it would be too risky. If something happened to me it would cause a serious problem for the Brazilian government. Even in the so-called “Green Area” of Baghdad, under control of state-of-the-art security forces, the situation was not considered to be safe. In fact, on the same day of their recommendation, the United Nations Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, was forcefully shaken by an explosion that took place 50 meters away from him, which killed several people in that building, also inside the Green Area. I agreed that I should go when conditions of security would be improved. 

            Last October, the Brazilian Ambassador to Iraq, Bernardo de Azevedo Brito, -who, for security concerns, works out of A’mman, Jordan- told me that he just returned from a three-day trip to Baghdad, and that the overall situation had improved significantly. Therefore he was ready to accompany me for an official visit to Iraq for three days in January 2008. I would have the support of the Brazilian government who would secure the services of a private British security firm from our arrival to Baghdad International Airport and throughout our whole stay, up to our departure back to A’mman. 

            I was convinced that this would be one of my most significant trips of my 66 year’s life. Of course my family, my colleagues at work, and friends were worried.  Yet I explained them that I was so convinced that Iraq could effectively implement a Citizen’s Basic Income unconditionally to all 30 million inhabitants in order to pacify this nation after so many years of wars, violence and deaths, that it would be worthwhile embracing the challenge and being there. I felt honored by the invitation made by the Speaker of the Iraqi Council of Representatives, Mahmoud Dawud al-Mashhadani, - elected on April 22, 2006 to the speakership, receiving 159 votes against 97 spoilt and 10 abstentions as part of the Sunni Arab-led Iraqi Accord Front list-, to enlighten to them how they have all the conditions to introduce this instrument of economic policy.

            Two of my countrymen were on the same trip since Brazil: Nawfal Assa Mossa Alssabak, vice-president of the Brazil-Iraq Chamber of Commerce and Industry, born in Iraq but since the early eighties living in Brazil, where he got married and has 3 sons and one daughter, who served as an interpreter in several occasions, and Sergio Kalili, an independent journalist who filmed 7 hours worth of all the important events of the trip. From A’mman to Baghdad, the Brazilian Ambassador was also accompanied by two members of the Brazilian Embassy’s staff, Safana Sallooum and Valdir Guimarães. As soon as we arrived in the airport of Baghdad at around 10 am of January 16, we were surrounded by six security people with semi-automatic machine guns who were to guide us, attentively screening throughout all taking place in the big airport hall. We were instructed to wear a 15-kg flak jacket and a helmet, to yield us on the way from the airport until Baghdad’s green zone. I had earlier granted the Brazilian Ministry of Foreign Affairs that I would not venture outside the agreed-on Green Area. Once there, we were all accommodated at the security company’s compound. Each very basic dormitory was protected from potential mortar fire by piled-up sandbags sitting by the windows as well as above the roof. After leaving our reduced luggage there, we embarked straight into a very efficient and productive agenda of meetings.

One thing impressed very much during this visit.  Mr. Alssabak, member of the Brazil-Iraq Chamber of Commerce and Industry, had been born in Baghdad, was raised and came of age in the city, and was returning for the first time to his hometown after so many years living abroad.  Despite well-traveled and versed in so many cities in Europe, the US, and Latin America, he earlier had confessed to me that he still considered Baghdad the most beautiful capital in the world.  Now, his disappointment was blatant in his face.  He could no longer recognize his surroundings: in every avenue and street (especially in the Green Area which I saw, but from what I heard a scene that repeats itself in many parts of Baghdad) there are concrete walls of about 3-5 meters height, sometimes crowned with barbwire, shouldering both sides of many avenues. It is impossible from the road to actually see the buildings behind the walls, and upon arrival to a building, there is always a large steel door, which opens regrettably to the presence of security guards, especially when those buildings pertain to official activities.  I understood that as a sign of how divided Iraq is today.  What came to my mind is that in a such separated society, the Iraqis are having to spend so much money to build walls and security instruments that for sure won’t be of any need when the principle of justice and solidarity would become a reality in this nation.

            The first meeting was with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to Iraq, Staffan de Mistura, a Swedish-Italian who is the successor of Sergio Vieira de Mello. I told him that just before I left São Paulo, Carolina Larriera, Sergio’s widow who was in the Canal Hotel working at the UN headquarters a few meters from him on August 19, 2003 when a truck exploded with a bomb that killed him, told me that she was very moved in knowing that someone was continuing to defend the proposal that he had embraced. She had asked me to take a small bag of Brazilian soil to sprinkle in the Canal Hotel were he died. Regrettably, this was outside the Green Area. De Mistura told us about how much all the UN staff admired so much Sergio’s efforts for peace. He took us to the tribute plaque set-up in his memory. There I left a copy of my book: The Citizen’s Basic Income. The Answer is Blowin’ the Wind (L&PM 2006). To all Irakian authorities that I met in this travel I gave a copy of the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars English publication (March 2007) of this book, as well as its translation into Arab made by Mr. Walthik Hindo, of the Brazil-Iraq Chamber of Commerce and Industry, to whom I am grateful.

 

            The second meeting was with the President of the Consulting Commission to the Prime Minister, Thamir A. Ghadhban, who was also ex-Minister of Oil. I explained to him how Iraq could follow Alaska’s example in conditions even better than Brazil’s who had recently approved a Law to implement an incremental Citizen’s Basic Income. He gave me even more reasons. He stated that Iraq had surpassed Saudi Arabia and is now the first country in the world in terms of known oil reserves. From the top 12 places in the world where higher quantities of oil are found, 9 are in Iraq, he emphasized.

                        

            The third meeting was with the Minister of Planning, Ali Ghalib Baban, a key man in elaborating policies for the future, according to Ambassador Brito. In our one-hour conversation, I explained about the rationality of an unconditional basic income, its fundamentals and how economists, philosophers and social scientists in a very wide spectrum today are in favor of it, as well about how Alaska had decided to separate 50% of the royalties coming out of the exploitation of natural resources to build a fund that pertain to all inhabitants. Since the early eighties those resources have been applied in US bonds, stocks of Alaskan, other American, and international companies, and real state investments. The Alaska Permanent Fund has evolved in value since then from US$ 1 billion to around US$ 40 billion today. Each resident in Alaska, as long as he or she is living there for a year or more – today they are around 700 thousand – has the right to receive an equal dividend, which has evolved from around US$ 300, in the early eighties, to US$ 1,654 per year per capita in 2007. This system has made Alaska the most equal of all 50 American States. In 1976, when Alaska had 300 thousand inhabitants, 76,000 voted “yes” and 38 thousand voted “no”, in a referendum about the idea. Today, as I could personally observe in 1995- when I visited Alaska for 7 days - and from what Professor Scott Goldsmith, from the University of Alaska, observed in his speech to the BIEN Conference in 2002, it would be considered political suicide for any leader in that US state to propose the end of the Alaska Permanent Dividend System.

Minister Baban mentioned that they are now examining the several experiences in all major oil producing countries. They are looking at how they use the proceeds of oil and discussing the matter within the government and the parliament. Due to the serious destruction of the infrastructure, including extracting oil, they decided first to use much of the resources on the rebuilding of what was destroyed by the war. I emphasized in all of the meetings that we Brazilians, Iraqis and people from the developing world must be aware of the effects of the several kinds of income transfers – such as the Earned Income Tax Credit in the US or the Family Tax Credit in the UK - that exist in the developed world that make their economies more competitive than ours if we don’t do the same or even better. I tried to show that an even better tool for this purpose is the unconditional basic income.

The Minister of Planning also mentioned that he was very fond of the micro credit experience of Professor Muhammad Yunus and the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh and that the Iraqi government was expanding the micro credit operations. I told him of my interaction with Professor Yunus during 2007. First, in Germany, last June, when we both were invited by Professor Gotz W. Werner for a Conference at the University of Karlsruhe on “Micro Credit and Basic Income as instruments to eradicate absolute poverty and to promote entrepreneurship”; second in my visit to Dacca, last July; and third, in November, in Yunus’ visit to Florianópolis, Brazil. On those occasions, I have explained him my strong belief on how both instruments, Micro Credit and Basic Income, can be well harmonized to attain the objectives of promoting development together with the practice of justice.

            From the information that we gathered, Ambassador Bernardo de Azevedo Brito told me that I was visiting Iraq at the appropriate time for the purpose of presenting the proposal of what to do with the proceeds of the oil and natural resources, since they were exactly in the process of examining different alternatives in order to decide which will be the best one. We have learned that in the past twenty years Iraq has developed a Public Distribution System that has a universal character. Several kinds of basic items, including food and domestic needs, are distributed “in-kind” by the State through a net of hundreds of trucks and stores all over Iraq. After 2003, they have considered the distribution in monetary terms, but until now the banking system is still not sufficiently mature or developed to allow for this alternative. 

            Our next appointment was one of the most meaningful and very special. The ex-Prime Minister and leader of the main coalition in the Iraq Council of Representatives, Ibrahim al-Jaafari, received us for a conference and a dinner at his residence in the Green Area. I was quite surprised because I had no idea of what would happen. He came to the main door exactly at 19:30 pm to receive us and conducted us to the main hall where more than 40 authorities were already waiting for the conference. He introduced me to each one of five ministers of the present government, the President of the High Court of Justice, several ministers of the previous government of which he was the Prime Minister, including the Minister of Justice, his own previous Deputy in Chief, and about 30 members of the Council of Representatives, both men and women. Then he spoke for about 25 minutes in Arab translated into Portuguese by Mr. Alssabak about the importance to Iraq of my visit and the proposal that I was going to present. Then I had the word for about 50 minutes, which were sufficient to explain the fundamentals of the basic income idea, its evolution along the history of mankind and the advantages that the proposal could have for promoting a sense of solidarity among all Shiites, Sunnis, Kurds, Christians, Jews and other society groups.

            I emphasized that the basic income was consistent with the Qur’an and the writings of its followers, and that the teachings of the principles of justice and equality in Islam are similar to those of Christianity. In the Book of Hadith, Omar, the second of the four caliphs that followed Muhammad, recommended to the citizens with large properties or gains that they should reserve a portion to those with less or nothing. The roots of the idea can be found in ancient history. Writing in the six century before Christ, Confucius observed that “uncertainty is even worse than poverty”. And “can anyone go out from his home except through the door?”. In fact, when we study the rationality of the Citizen’s Basic Income we conclude that it is such a common sense solution as going out from one’s home through the door.

            

            I also reminded of Aristotle’s definition of Politics as the science of to attain the common good. In order to establish a fair life to all the people we need political justice, which must be preceded by distributive justice, making more equal those that are so unequal. Karl Marx presented similar ideas when he wrote of man’s mature form of behavior in society: “from each according to his ability, to each according to his need”, in his 1875 Critique of the Gotha Program. The same principle can be found in the most frequently quoted word in the Old Testament of the Bible, “Tzedakah” in Hebrew, that means social justice, or justice in society. A clear defense of the basic income project was made by Saint Paul in the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, in the New Testament: he recommended that the Macedonians follow the example of Jesus, who had decided to join the poor and live among them. As it is written, in order to have justice and equality: “He that gathered much had nothing over; and he that gathered little had no lack”. The defense of a minimum income is also clearly defended by Buddhism, as we can see in the assertions of the Dalai Lama in Ethics for the New Millennium: “If one accepts the luxurious consumption of the very rich, it is first necessary to ensure the survival of all humanity.”

            

            I spoke about the main thinkers in History that developed the proposal of a guaranteed minimum income such as Thomas More, Juan Louis Vives, Thomas Paine, Bertrand Russell and the most wide spectrum of economists like Joseph Charlier, Dennis and Mabel Milner, Joan Robinson, John Maynard Keynes, Friedrich Von Hayek, James Edward Meade, George Stigler, Milton Friedman, James Tobin, Robert Theobald, John Kenneth, until the founders of BIEN such as Philippe Van Parijs, Guy Standing and Claus Offe that could be invited to speak to the Iraqis about how the Basic Income would help a society to provide dignity and freedom for all.

            I explained how in Brazil a Guaranteed Minimum Income Program related to educational and health opportunities, the Bolsa-Família Program and other government initiatives, such as the Bolsa Escola, which preceded it were developed since the mid-nineties. Today around 45 million Brazilians, or one fourth of the 189 million inhabitants, are beneficiaries of the Bolsa Família Program that has been recognized as quite efficient in the fight against poverty and promoting equity. Then I announced the good news that the Brazilian National Congress became the first in the world to approve a law that, although gradually, will introduce an unconditional basic income.

            

I underlined that the Iraqis love soccer and that they have great admiration for the Brazilian players. I told that I had recently read in the Brazilian Press the interview of the Brazilian soccer coach, Jorvan Vieira, of the National soccer team of Iraq that was responsible for the Championship of the Asian Games. He said that in the beginning it was difficult for the Shiites to pass the ball to the Sunnis, then to the Kurds and so on. But once he managed to harmonize the team they were able to become the champions. When I was leaving Brazil for Iraq I asked Pelé whether he would sign two T-shirts: one of Santos Football Club and the other of the Brazilian National Team, respectively with the messages: To Iraq, all the best, Pelé; and I wish peace to Iraq, Pelé. So I gave the first one to al-Jaafari together with the DVD Eternal Pelé about his history and his best games.

            They were all very enthusiastic both about the proposal and the idea that soccer can bring people together. The women who are members of the Council of Representatives asked me to present in a more complete form the Citizen’s Basic Income to the Commission of Human Rights on Friday, January 18. They would especially like to discuss the proposal from the point of view of women. I immediately accepted to do it in the first available hour, 9 am of our third programmed day. After my presentation, partly in Portuguese, translated into Arab, partly in English, (since many of them understood English, we moved to the large table with available seats for more than 40 people to have an Arab dinner. During the informal conversation I had the opportunity to learn more about Iraq and to answer questions about the viability of the basic income.

            After the dinner, around midnight, we had the news that due to the religious festivities of the next two days, the Ashura, -when more than 10 million Iraqis all over the country go out to the streets- there would be a curfew. During the 18th and 19th of January it would be impossible for us to move from the compound and nobody would be able to go from their residence to meet us. We would only be able to fly again out of Baghdad on Sunday, January 20. I wanted very much to stay until Sunday, but Ambassador Bernardo de Azevedo Brito explained to me that it would cost a lot more and it wouldn’t be productive. Therefore we wouldn’t be able to do some of the already set meetings as the conversation with the Catholic Cardinal Emmanuel Delly III, nominated by Pope Bento XVI in 2007; with the President of the Economic, Investment and Reconstruction Commission of the Council of Representatives, Yonadam Kanna and his colleagues; with the Commission of Human Rights and with the Dean of the University of Baghdad, Mousa al-Musawi and his colleagues. Since we were reducing by one day the previously planned three-day-visit, the security company reduced part of what would be the cost of the third day. The costs of my trip were paid by the Council of Representatives of Iraq, although advanced by the Brazil-Chamber of Commerce and Industry. There were no expenses paid by the Brazilian Senate.
            On January 17 we were received at the residence of the Speaker of the Council of Representatives, Mahmoud al-Mashhadani. Unlike the custom of receiving in formal attire authorities in the Council of Representatives, at home he was dressed with the Arabic traditional attire. He said that normally during the past two years he received authorities in his office in the Parliament. At home he receives only his family and close friends. In my case, however, he was receiving me at home because I came from a very friendly country, Brazil, that is an example for Iraq of how people from so many different origins were able to live in harmony and because we were able to have a peaceful democratization of the political system. Also, he added, because I had come to Baghdad to explain a relevant proposal to the benefit of Iraq knowing that there were some risks involved in that trip. Therefore he was receiving me as a true friend of Iraq.

            I gave to him the Brazilian National soccer team shirt with Pelé’s message, I wish peace to Iraq, as well as the Pelé Eterno DVD, produced by Anibal Massaini, for the Iraqis to learn how to play even better. Again I made the parallel between how important for the players of the team to harmonize their behavior with how a basic income could help all the people to have a sense of living with solidarity based on the applications of the principles of justice with the existence of an unconditional basic income.

            But would the Basic Income be paid to all citizens? Including President al-Mashhadani in Iraq, Pelé, Senator Suplicy and the most successful entrepreneurs both in Iraq as well in Brazil? Yes, I explained. But why, he continued, if we don’t need it for our survival? Because we will contribute relatively more for ourselves and for everybody else in society to receive the Citizen’s Basic Income.

            Which are the advantages? We will eliminate all the bureaucracy involved in having to know how much is earning in the formal, as well in the informal market; we will eliminate the stigma or feeling of shame of anyone having to say: I receive only that, so I need a complement of income; we will also eliminate the dependency phenomena that results from a system that says that one will receive a complement of income if his or her income doesn’t attain a certain level. Then the person evaluates that if he or she starts some work and looses what the government was giving in that program, then the person might decide not to work anymore, and you produce the unemployment or poverty traps. Mainly, from the point of view of dignity and freedom of anyone it will much better to know beforehand that in the next period and more and more, with the progress of the nation, you and all members of your family will have the right to receive a Basic Income as a citizen’s right to participate in the wealth of the nation. Once more, I tried to explain how Iraq was in an excellent position to follow the example of Alaska of using the proceeds of oil exploitation to build a fund that would pertain to all 30 million Iraqis and more in the future.

            In the final part of our friendly conversation, I told President al-Mashhadani about my speech from the Brazilian Senate tribune on September 2002, when the US Government was considering to attack Iraq to put an end to Saddam Hussein’s regime. Taking into account the popular movements for peaceful actions all over the world I started my speech quoting The Bomb, a beautiful poem by our great poet Carlos Drummond de Andrade in which after speaking about the horrors of the war he concludes saying of his hope that finally man will destroy the bomb. Them, I asked President George W. Bush to pay attention to the recommendations of Martin Luther King Jr. in his I Have a Dream speech of 1963, where he recommended his people not to accept to drink the tea of gradualism of those who say that things will become better with time, because if we don’t do the necessary changes, as soon as possible, America would live another sweltering Summer. But he also said that we should never drink from the cup of violence, hate, vengeance and war; that we should always confront physical force with the force of the soul. Then I asked his permission to sing a song of one of the great American poets with which I concluded my speech. He gave me his permission, and so I concluded my words singing:

How many roads must a man walk down

Before you call him a man?

Yes, ‘n’ how many seas must a white dove sail

Before she sleeps in the sand?

Yes, ‘n’ how many times must the cannon balls fly

Before they’re forever banned?

The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind,

The answer is blowin’ in the wind.

How many times must a man look up

Before he can see the sky?

Yes, ‘n’ how many ears must one man have

Before he can hear people cry?

Yes, ‘n’ how many deaths will it take till he knows

That too many people have died?

The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind,

The answer is blowin’ in the wind.

How many years can a mountain exist

Before it’s washed to the sea?

Yes, ‘n’ how many years can some people exist

Before they’re allowed to be free?

Yes, ‘n’ how many times can a man turn his head,

Pretending he just doesn’t see?

The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind,

The answer is blowin’ in the wind]
            President Bush didn’t listen to my appeal, although I had argued that we Brazilians had shown that we were able to finish a dictatorship through peaceful demonstrations. I could feel that he was really moved. He told me that the Iraqis want very much the American and foreign occupation to finish very soon. He said very assertively that the Council of Representatives, where there are many young people, will approve a proposal of a Basic Income, and that he wanted me to return again to Iraq to help in this process. He asked me to tell the family of Sergio Vieira de Mello that the Iraqi people feel that they are in debt with this Brazilian that lost his life when helping to pacify Iraq. That they have great respect and admiration for him and that soon there will be a special homage by Iraq for Sergio.

            Our last meeting was with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hoshyar Zebari, as well with the Vice-Chancellor Labeed M. Abbawi. They mentioned how happy they were to receive a Brazilian Senator and that they want very much to increase Iraqi-Brazilian relations in all fields. In fact, the Minister of Commerce of Iraq is expected to visit Brazil soon.

            Ambassador Bernardo de Azevedo Brito told me the he considered our journey very productive, in spite of becoming shorter than initially planned. He is continuing to work on the matter of our conversations with the Iraqi authorities. The President of the Economic, Investment and Reconstruction Commission, Yonadam Kannan visited him in A’mman in the following week.. The President and the Vice President of the Iraq-Brazil Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Jalal Jamel Dawood Chaya and Nawfal Assa Mossa Alssabak considered the trip “a great success, with an excellent repercussion all over in Iraq with the real interest of the several parts in approximating both countries”, as expressed in the attached letter of January 30, 2008.


Near us we did not see any menace or sign of violence during the time we were in Bagdad. Anyway it is relevant to mention that the Iraqian press registered on the 18th of January that one day before the reception at Mr. Al-Jaafari’s residence two mortars fell at a 1km distance from the place. Also, in the following week, unfortunately, due to suicide women, two bombs exploded at one popular market in Bagdah killing 73 persons and injuring more than 100 people. I have heard from the Irakians that in general those that are responsible for these violent attacks know exactly who they are trying to hurt and that they are very precise. I might have been somehow optimistic, but I was sure of not being the target of any kind of violence since the motive of this trip was exactly to propose an instrument that may contribute to more justice in that nation.
            I want to thank Ambassador Bernardo de Azevedo Brito and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil for all their kind attention and efforts for the success of this trip. I am also grateful to Mr. Chaya and Mr. Alssabak for their important support. Also to Sérgio Kalili that is producing a documentary about the so unusual but very significant journey.   

An Invitation to Present the Basic Income to East Timor


A few days after my return to Brazil, Carolina Larriera invited me for a reception in Rio de Janeiro for the 1966 Nobel Peace Prize, President of East Timor. On the occasion he gave his testimony about Sérgio Vieira de Mello contribution for peace during the transition period between Independence, the election of the Constitutional Assembly and the elections in this new Nation born in 2002 and about his own efforts to normalize de political situation in East Timor after the turmoil period of 2006 when episodes of violence occurred. I explained to him about my trip to Irak. He invited me for breakfast on the next morning. 


For almost one hour I explained to him what the Citizen’s Basic Income was. That a new nation like East Timor with 1.1 million inhabitants that is now having a monthly revenue of around US$ 100 million from oil and gas exploitation may also build a fund that, with time, starting modestly, will be able to pay a basic income to all the people. He classified the idea as fascinating and said that he would like me to be in East Timor to explain it to the Prime Minister Cabinet as well as to the Parliament. On the next day, January 30, just before leaving Brazil back to East Timor, he called me confirming the invitation saying that the best hour would be at the end of March during a meeting in Dili with representatives of all donor countries. I said that I was honored by the invitation and would be happy to accept it.

Unfortunately, on February 10, President José Ramos Horta was victim of a violent attempt. As I write this article he is recovering from a very serious surgery that extracted from his stomach and lung two bullets.  Here I express my deep solidarity for his family and the people of East Timor, wishing and praying for his prompt recovery.
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